
P1 - Early Level At Home – Literacy 

Learning at Home – P1 Literacy  

Steps to success (MAKE, SAY, WRITE, DO): Will depend upon activity but set time and quality expectations before and during task.  

Curricular Links 

• Literacy experiences and outcomes (various) 

Skill Builders  

Phonics: Practise your phonic sounds: 

https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2016/05/05/20/22/32/
561/20097_content/index.html?id=ae# (some 

have English accent) 

Jolly Phonics songs: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvAYUvQUrG

o Letter pegs/post-its: 

Write the alphabet out on pegs/post-its. Put them 

up around the house/garden … call out can you 

find c for cat? Challenge: what sound is in the 

middle of pin?   

Handwriting: 

Practise your pencil control and finding a 
comfortable grip (remember to start on the line 

and have a sharp pencil!) 

*Pencil Control Book 1,2 and 3 (these should not 

be rushed and may require you to show how it is 

done first) Do not try the whole book at once… a 
little often is best. If you do not have a printer use 

the ideas to draw your own dotted guidelines 

Online Resources and Fine Motor Skills: 

Practise your fine motor skills to build confidence and 
stamina for sustained writing and focus. Choose 

some of the activities (e.g. threading pasta, tracing 

spelling words in sand trays, using tweezers to pick up 
and sort items into shapes/colours): 

https://theimaginationtree.com/40-fine-motor-skills-activities-

for-kids/ 

Look for Early Level Online Apps for more goodies! 

 

1st Term Skills to practise 

Spelling 

Use the Literacy Rich Tricky Words page (1st block 

only for now) to try some active spelling. Try: 

- Rainbow words 
- Dotty words 

- Pyramid words  

- Cut out newspaper letters 
- Use the words in a silly sentence 

- Create a code with a symbol for each 

letter. 
 

Grammar – Nouns  

Nouns are things… e.g. chair, table, pencil… Go on 
a ‘thing’ safari around your house. With support, use 

post-its or scrap paper with blu-tak to label objects. 

See if your child can hear the first letter and some of 
the sounds in the word if you say it slowly and 

clearly. As a challenge start eliciting descriptions 

from them (adjectives) by asking open/ closed 
questions – how would you describe the shape? Is it 

fluffy or rough/tall/small? What colour is it? This will 

help to build their vocabulary.   

Reading: 

Choose an e-book to enjoy from this free library: 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/books/free-ebooks/ 
Create a reading nook in your home. Encourage 

your child to make this space their own by choosing 
favourite toys, blankets and cushions.  

Read stories together and occasionally use questions 

to check in on your children’s comprehension. Only 
use the ‘knowledge’ question prompts for P1 level: 

http://www.mandela.ac.za/cyberhunts/bloom.htm 

Writing  

Cursive Letter formation – practise forming letters 

using paint, in sand, using playdough or pastry. Use 

this site to practise sounds covered in class AND 
those in your name. There should only be a capital 

letter at the start of your name! 

https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/skyWriter/ind
ex.html 
  

Name Sign Practise writing your name in cursive 

letters (starting on the line and continuing with one 

fluid movement). Remember the capital letter at 
the start. Use lined paper to help. Create a colourful 

name sign for your bedroom door. You could even 

use some collage letters you find in a magazine or 
newspaper. 

Story of you! 

Draw a black line picture of yourself. Think of an 

adventure you could go on… maybe describe a day 
at the park/school. Start the story with ‘I am….’ 

Adults will need to help scribe this story as your child 

comes up with ideas.    
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