
Wordsmith 
Your job is to locate a 
few special section of 
the text that you think 
your group would like to 

read aloud. The idea is to help people remember 
some interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or 
important parts of the text. You decide which 
passages or paragraphs are worth hearing, and then 
jot plans for how they should be shared. You can 
read the passages aloud yourself, or ask someone 
else to read them, then discuss them as a group.  
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Ideas for Prompts and Probes 
 What did you like most about the passage I 

just read? I liked it because … 

 Can anyone else share their favourite part and 
tell us why they liked it? 

 What part  do you think surprised you? Why? 

 Were there parts you found confusing? 



Word Wizard 
Your job is to be on the lookout 
for a few especially important 
words in the reading. If you find 
words that are puzzling or 
unfamiliar, mark them while 
you are reading and then later 
jot down their definition, either 
from a dictionary or from some 
other source. You may also find 

familiar words that stand out somehow in the reading - 
words that are repeated a lot, are used in an unusual 
way, or provide a key to the meaning of the text. Mark 
these special words, and be ready to point them out to 
the group. When your circle meets, help members find 
and discuss these words. 
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Ideas for Prompts and Probes 
 Did anyone discover anyone else 

discover any interesting words? 

 Can you think of any synonyms for the 
words we have talked about? 

 What do you think is interesting about 
these words? What other words do 
they remind you of? 



Your job is to connect what you read 
to current, past or real world events 
and experiences. You will also 
connect the reading to other forms of 
literature, music, art and/or media. 
You may connect the  themes or 
events in the book to something in 
your own life. 
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Ideas for Prompts and Probes 
 Do the characters remind you of anyone in other books? 

 Have the events in the text ever happened to you or others 
you know? 

 Do the ideas or events in this book remind you of something 
happening in the world today? 

Connector 



Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group 
might want to discuss about this part of the book and 
direct the discussion by asking each member for their 
input based on their current role. Don't worry about the 
small details; your task is to help people talk over the 
‘big ideas’ in the reading and share their reactions. 
Usually the best discussion questions come from your 
own thoughts, feelings and concerns as you read, which 
you can list below, during or after your reading.  
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Ideas for Prompts and Probes 
 Has anyone thought of questions for the 

other group members? 

 What do you think are the most 
important ideas in this book? 

 What has the author done well? 

 How have people responded to the text? 

 What have we learned? 

Discussion  
Director 



What are the most important parts of the texts. Consider not only the most important parts but 
also the ideas and themes the author has tried to explore.  

 

Ideas for Prompts and Probes 
 What do others think are the main events in this text? 

 Have I left any important parts out in my summary? 

 Are there any hidden messages or themes in the text?  

Your job is to prepare a 
brief summary of the 
reading. Your group 
discussion will start 

with your 1-2 minute statement that covers 
the key points, main highlights, general idea 
and the most important parts of the 
reading assignment.  

Summariser 


