
Date: 14 January 2016

Our Ref: BM.CM.CD.O1

Dear Parent or Guardian

Outcome of the Consultation Report - Options to Address Primary School
Capacity and Accommodation Pressures in South Edinburgh

Thank you to everyone who participated in the recent statutory consultation on Opfions
to Address Primary School Capacity and Accommodation Pressures in South
Edinburgh. All of the issues raised during the consultation have now been considered
and I am writing to let you know that the Outcome of the Consultation report is being
published today.

This report will be considered at the Council meeting on Thursday,4 February 201G.
The report recommends that Council approves Option 1(c) in the statutory consultation
paper requiring:

the establishment of a new double stream primary school including nursery classes
on the combined site of the existing South Morningside Primary School Deanbank
temporary annexe and the Oaklands Care Home;

the closure of the existing nursery classes of South Morningside Primary School
based at Fairmilehead Church Hall; and

. changes to the catchment boundaries of South Morningside Primary School,
Bruntsfield Primary School, James Gillespie's Primary School and Tollcross
Primary School in accordance with Option 1(c) as set out in the statutory
consultation paper.

The report also recommends that the Council approves:

. the date from when the catchment changes and the closure of the existing nursery
classes of South Morningside Primary School would be effective is the school year
at the start of which the new primary school could be completed and opened; and. the new primary school would become the non-denominational catchment school
for all P1 pupils living in the new school's catchment area at the time of P1
registrations in the November prior to the school's opening.
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The report advises the Council that the new school is estimated to be required by
August 2019, as was indicated in the statutory consultation paper. However, the
report also asks that the Council note that there are factors which could delay or
prevent the completion of the new school by this date; the most significant being:

. if the Council cannot relocate the Oaklands Care Home service from the Oaklands
site within timescales which would allow the construction of the new school building
to be completed by August 2019; or

. if the Council does not identify funding for the new school building during the
current budget process to allow the project to be initiated immediately.

lf the opening of the new school were to be delayed beyond August 2019 the report
advises the Council that temporary mitigation measures may require to be put in place
until the new school opens. Projections suggest that these measures would most
likely be required at James Gillespie's Primary School. For this reason the report also
recommends that a feasibility study be undertaken at James Gillespie's Primary
School to identify means of temporarily extending the existing school to allow up to a
full three stream intake of 21 classes should that ever be required.

lf the Council were to approve the recommendation to close the nursery classes at
Fairmilehead, there would also be a legal requirement to refer this decision to Scottish
Ministers who may ultimately choose to call in the proposal for determination. The
Council must notify Scottish Ministers within six working days of its decision and a
copy of any notice will be placed on the Council website
(h11H;{lwWW,"e$inh$r*h,**v.ukl**"qd}h $inh{Jrg}q"Sh*qls) to inform stakeholders of the
referral and the opportunity to make representations to the Scottish Ministers.

lf the recommendations in the report are approved, a working group will be established
to oversee the delivery of the new school. This group will engage with all stakeholders
including pupils, staff at the schools, parents, local residents and community groups to
address any concerns raised through the consultation process and in the work that
follows.

The full Outcome of the Consultation report is now available to read and download on
the Council website at http{w_ww,edinbr.trqh,$qV*{kl"p-9""!tthedinb*U"i$llsqhsqls where you
can also find a list of addresses affected by the proposed catchment changes.
Reference copies of the report are also available in the affected schools and at
Morningside, Newington and Fountainbridge libraries.

It is important to recognise at this stage that no final decision has been made and
that this will be made by Councillors at the Council meeting on 4 February 2016. I

will ensure that a note of the final decision is published on the website following the
meeting.

Yours sincerely

V1t, hA.f/,-Vv'/tu.J.

Billy Maclntyre
Head of Operational Support, Communities and Families


