
Our Green Flag Journey: Bruntsfield Primary School, EH10 4NA

By: Eco Warriors: Jessica (P2A), Alex(P2B), Roxanna (P3A), Ishbel (P3B), 

Agatha (P3C), Sam (P4A), Robbie (P4B), Orla (P4C), (P5A),Charlotte(P5B),  

(P5C),  (P6A), Joshua (P6B), Nate(P6C), Sandra (P7A),and Leo (P7B). 

Eco-Schools Coordinator(s): Natalie Borrowman, Amy McIlwain, 

Natalie.Borrowman@Bruntsfield.edin.sch.uk

Amy.McIlwain@Bruntsfield.edin.sch.uk

Eco-Schools is a pupil-led award, please make sure that this is reflected in your answers and that 

any photos submitted are clear and represent what you are trying to communicate.

Eco-Schools Scotland Interim Green Flag application
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Our Voice (1 of 6)

We can all make a difference 

one teaspoon at a time.

ECO Warriors are elected each year by 
their classmates to be the voice of their 
class. We have regular meetings with the 
ECO coordinators and /or Pupil Support 
Assistant. Decisions are made through 
discussions and votes. We agree what 
needs to be changed, stopped or 

improved. We often ‘thought shower’ 
ideas to promote discussions. We decided 
to review our litter policy and created an 
ECO Code Rap. We shared this at 
Assembly. 

We have a whole school approach to 
Learning for Sustainability through our 
Community Teams. The ECO Warriors 

suggest which Global Goal is to be the 
focus for our Community House Teams 
each session and each Community Team 
chooses a focus for the chosen theme.

‘Our teaspoon of change focus on No
Povertywas amazing. Everyone from 
Primary 7 to Primary 1 was involved and the 
parents! We were creative and 
enterprising. We also raised awareness in 
our local community and donated to 
several local charities.’ Joshua (P6)



Our Learning Experience (2 of 6)

The topics we chose were Health & 
Wellbeing, Litter and Waste Minimisation. 

Health & Wellbeing linked to our Community 
Team focus on Global Goal 1: No Poverty, 
and the introduction of our whole school 
Building Resilience programme. We 
researched poverty and learned about the 
impact it has on wellbeing and health, and in 
particular, on children and their learning. 

The opening of our new playground structure 
renewed our focus on keeping our school 
environment litter free. We learned about the 
impact of litter on the environment and 
Children’s Rights in our Rights Respecting 
School work. This included developing a 
Playground Rota to keep our play 
environment suitable for all.

For Waste Minimisation we continued to learn 
about the three Rs, in our classes and 
Community  Teams. We focused on reducing 
the use of paper, recycling cartridges and 
batteries,  and turning off electric items when 
not in use. We highlighted this in class posters 
and in our whole school ‘Paperless Friday’. 

An example of how our Community Teams 
linked all three topics to the curriculum was 
through our Fair Trade Stalls. We learned 
about Fair Trade in our teams and identified 
Fair Trade products we use. Each Community 
Team mapped ideas about how, what and 
who to fundraise and raise awareness for. We 
planned  and created, upcycled and reused 
a variety of items for our Fair Trade Stalls 
event. The event was coordinated by the 
ECO Warriors. Each pupil leader shared their 
team’s  ideas at Assembly.

Measuring out the 
ingredients for our  
hot chocolate kits 

to sell. 

Making our banner 
to ‘Stamp out 

Poverty’. 

Handmade 
postcards for sale 

by Viewforth
Community Team 

Basil kits to grow at 
home by Churchhill
Community Team.

Popcorn and soap 
cakes. 

Parents buying and 

Community Teams 

selling at the Fair 

Trade stalls. 



Measuring Progress (3 of 6)

The ECO Warriors with P1 pupils 
completed a playground litter survey at 
the start of term. First they recorded the 
amount of litter in each part of the 
playground. Next they completed a tally 
chart, and then transferred the results 
onto bar graphs. They identified that the 
lower playground was the most affected 
by litter. The most common type of litter 
found was biscuit wrappers. The ECO 
Warriors shared this information and the 
bar graphs at Assembly.  P1 have their 
graphs on display too.

At the end of the term, we repeated the 
litter survey. We were very pleased to find 
out that the amount of litter found in the 
lower playground was reduced from 62 
to 37 items. This is a reduction of 59%. We 
made a graph to display our most recent 
findings and  shared on the ECO board. 

We monitor the litter at playtime and 
lunch time and record it on our traffic 
lights.  We work hard to keep it in the 
green.

‘The ECO Warriors worked with the Rights 
Respecters to make a rota for the 
playground. P3 ECO Warriors are looking 
after the P3 litter picking we are 
promoting putting litter in the bin to keep 
our playground litter free.’ Roxanna
and Ishbel (P3 ECO Warriors).

P1 litter picking 
with the ECO 

warriors.

Primary 1 and their 

litter bar graphs.

P3 litter pickers. Writing down the types of litter we found.



Sharing Success (4 of 6)

We involve our whole school and wider 
community by sharing ECO Warrior updates and 
news at Gatherings, Assemblies, and  in class. Our 
ECO Board is in a prominent place in the school 
foyer. We regularly update this with the our 
environmental review, action plans, pictures of 
ECO activities and minutes of meetings. 

Community Teams share information on display 
boards in the hall. Each Community Team pupil 
leader shares their team’s journey and 
achievements at House Gatherings. We have a 
special  Community Team launch at the beginning 
of the school year to share our aims. We celebrate  
our successes and learning at our end of year 
Assembly.

Our families came along to our Fair Trade 
breakfast and enjoyed the Fair Trade products we 
served. It was a great success.

Our ECO Warriors were invited to share the 
Community Team work at Keep Scotland Beautiful 
Campaign attended by the minister for 
Environment, Climate Change and Landform. Our 
pupil presentation was highly commended.

Merchiston B Community Team shared the 
recycling  film ‘The Lost Phone’  with the whole 
school. 

We share our  ECO and Community Team updates 
on our school website, detailing our most recent 
activities and achievements.

https://bruntsfieldprimaryschool.com/

Fair Trade Breakfast

The Lost Phone, a film about 
recycling written and illustrated by 

Community Team Merchiston B.

ECO Warriors served Fair Trade 

produce donated by our local 

shops, Scotmid and Marks & 

Spencers. 

https://bruntsfieldprimaryschool.com/


Evaluate and Celebrate (5 of 6)

Our Green Flag Journey at Bruntsfield Primary was a success.

Every session, we work with a variety of partnerships including parents and carers, and our School Minister, Active Schools 

(sports specialists), SPCA, RSPB, ‘Hands Up Scotland’, Virgin Money, local and global charities; including Social Bite and 

Classrooms for Malawi, staff and pupils from our local high school. We take part in Fair Trade Fortnight, Waste Aware Week 

and Ragbag Recycling as well as special ‘Green’ days like Paperless Friday .

Anja Kirchhof (Parent): It was amazing to see 
how generously the pupils donated their books 

to the book sale fundraiser. They also had a 
chance to ‘ditch and switch’ one of their pre-

read books for a different one, which they very 
much enjoyed. They were excitedly chatting 
about the books they were reading as well as 
recommending the books they brought in to 

ditch or compared those already switched with 
their peers.

Ms Kyle(Head Teacher): The attitude and 
enthusiasm of the ECO Warriors is outstanding 

and their commitment to driving themes forward 
is commendable. They have raised awareness of 

the role we all have to play to ensure  
sustainability for our environment.  

Jessica (Pupil): I think we have all worked well 
together to make a difference to the recycling in 
our school, especially the paper. I really enjoyed  
the paperless day, and I think we can do more 

about the food waste. 

Mrs Leslie(Teacher): The children worked 

productively and with enthusiasm, the older 
children helping out the younger members in 
their team.  It was brilliant to see the way the 

children worked together and the great ideas 
they came up with.

(Community Nursery): Our nursery children have 
thoroughly enjoyed litter picking with their P7 

buddies. They helped dig in our nursery garden 
and shared their  knowledge of plants when 

planting bulbs with the nursery children. 



www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org The charity for Scotland’s environment

Next Steps… (6 of 6)

• Please check that you have provided us with evidence that you’re 

happy with. We may use it to share with others as part of our new 

application/assessment process.

• Make sure that you have permission to share photos

• Save this as a pdf (yourschoolname.pdf)

• Send it as an attachment to  sde@keepscotlandbeautiful.org

along with a copy of your Action Plans covering the 

renewal/award period

• Email title: School Name Our Green Flag Journey

Explore…

We’ll be in touch soon to let you know the 

result of your application. Until then have a 

think about what you want to do for your next 

Green Flag application and how that fits in 

with the Global Goals for Sustainable 

Development. 
We have planned, as a Community Team
approach, to focus on Global Goal 2: Zero Hunger.
Our ECO Warriors will continue to focus on litter. The
environmental review will identify other areas to
action. We can then complete our action plan.

mailto:sde@keepscotlandbeautiful.org

